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Dr. Juan Mejia becomes seventh TJC president 


By Robert Naylor 

Editor-in-Chief 


while also staying true to the culture of the 
TJC student body. 

“The organizational leadership for a college belongs 
to the students and the community/' Mejia said. “They 
are the ones who have the opportunity to elect the 
Board of Trustees. We have nine members. Their role is 
to hire the CEO of the college. The CEO of the college 
is a liaison to the Board of Trustees and the students, 
and has the full latitude to hire a cabinet that will be 
aligned with the vision of the president.” 

According to an article by TJC Marketing, Mejia 
“believes in service to students and communities by 
creating a culture and environment where leadership is 
valued, learning is celebrated, collaboration is promoted, 
and personal and professional growth 


T his year, TJC has inducted Dr. Juan Mejia 
as the college s seventh president. Mejia, 
who previously served as president for 
branch locations and district provost of 
TJC, will be inaugurated into his new role at 3 p.m. 
Oct. 11 at the WagstafF Gymnasium. All members of 
the community, including students, are welcome to join 
in this event. 

Since its beginning in 1926, Tyler Junior College 
has had six presidents. The colleges Board of Trustees 
conducted a national search for the college s new 
leadership. According to an article posted by TJC 
Marketing, TJC Board President Mike Coker said, 
“Mejia was the first choice of the faculty, staff, students 
and community members who participated in 
the selection process.” 

Mejia has served TJC for almost six years. As 
president, Mejia will execute his vision for the school, 


is encouraged 

and supported.” 

As Mejia begins to move forward with his vision 
of the college, he looks back on the work of his 
predecessor, Dr. Mike Metke. 

Me/7a continued on Page 7 
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Apache Tutoring 
Center to celebrate 
35 years of service 

By Elizabeth Masker 
Staff Writer 

The Apache Tutoring Center will celebrate 35 
years of service this fall by hosting a celebration 
at 2:30 to 5:30 p.m. on Sept. 25 in the center, 
which is located on the second floor of the 
Vaughn Library. 

“We are going to have cake and other kind of 
goodies,” said Danna Baggett, director of tutoring 
services. 

The tutoring center is inviting all faculty, 
staff and students. The center is also inviting 
any former staff members who have worked in 
tutoring services in the past. 

“I am super excited about it,” Baggett said. “I 
think this is a great way to showcase our services 
because I don't think a lot people realize that No. 
1: We have free tutoring, and No. 2: That its been 
around for 35 years.” 

The Apache Tutoring Center offers tutoring 
in a variety of subjects, such as math, reading 
and writing. Subjects may vary per semester 
depending on the availability of tutors. A walk-in 
tutoring option is also available for students. The 
center has computers for students to use while 
they're getting help. 

Baggett recommends setting up an 
appointment at least 24 or 48 hours in advance. 
All tutoring sessions are one hour long. There is 
a tutoring allowance for how many times a week 
students can come in. 

“For writing, it's one appointment a day and up 
to three appointments a week, but for everything 
else such as subject content tutoring or learning 
support, you can have two appointments a day 
and up to six appointments a week,” Baggett said. 

The Apache Tutoring Center also offers 
workshops, which are held on the first floor of 
the Vaughn Library. Workshops are on a walk-in 
basis, so no is appointment necessary. Workshop 

Tutoring continued on Page 2 
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nary Arts Program to open student-run bistro 

By Celeste Gibson meat, hamburgers, cheeseburgers, a ( 

News Editor 



Photo by Celeste Gibson. 

The Culinary Arts Program will open its bistro on Oct. 9. 


The Culinary Arts Program is opening a 
bistro Oct. 9 in the Culinary Kitchen, next to 
the Pirtle Technology Center. The cafe will 
be open from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. daily. 

“The bistro will be open throughout the 
semester,” Larry Matson, Culinary Arts 
department chair, said. “The proceeds of what 
we sell at the bistro will go back into the 
program. We have a limited budget to work 
with, and there is not a lab fee associated 
with the program, so in order to have food to 
work with each week, we need to supplement 
our budget with the profits from student 
purchases.” 

The Culinary Arts Program will offer food 
like various types of sandwiches, slaw, house- 
cut fries, fried chicken with leg and thigh 


meat, hamburgers, cheeseburgers, a Caesar or 
house salad where students can add chicken 
or shrimp, soups and gumbo each week, pasta 
and various desserts. 

“This is a big undertaking and a process 
that takes a lot of time,” said Loretta Swan, 
Interim Dean for the Professional and 
Technical Programs. “It will be a wonderful 
thing.” 

This will be the first full academic school 
year for the Culinary Arts Program, which 
began in January 2018. 

“This is a selective enrollment program,” 
Matson said. “It is this way so slots for labs 
do not fill up with other people that do not 
want to do culinary or baking as a career. 
Students need to have met the Texas Success 
Initiative, a letter of recommendation, a 
current food handler permit and attend an 
information session where we talk about the 
Bistro continued on Page 7 
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With the president of the Hispanic 
Student Organization, Bibiana Carrasco 


By Cecilia Kohl 

Managing and Online Editor 


When 
did the 
Hispanic 
Student 
Organization start? 

A: “It started about roughly 20 years ago. Nidia 
Hassan started the HSO organization here at 
TJC. She was a student here atTJC and she didn’t 
know a lot of people and there wasn’t a lot of 
Hispanics on campus at the time. 

She felt new to the community and wanted to 
connect with other people. So when meeting 
other Hispanics on campus they decided to get 
together and meet. 

The first few years it was just them meeting and 
doing things together, like Latino night, Loteria 
night, and Movie Night. Later when Nidia 
Hassan worked here it became an organization 
sponsored by TJC.” 

Q: Who are you to HSO? 

A: “I am Bibiana Carrasco, and I am the 
president of HSO organization. I recently joined 
last year.” 


Q: Why did you want 
to join HSO? 

A: “I come from 
Mexico; I was born and 
raised there. I came here 
about eight years ago and it 
was all really new to me and 
completely different — with 
the culture and the language. I 
did not know any English it was 
very life-changing. 

When I started school here, it 
was in Whitehouse, Texas. When I moved here 
it was 97 % white and the 3 % was between 
Asian, African American and Hispanic. It was 
frustrating not to have Hispanic help because 
when I moved here I had to learn English or I 
did not. 

It was a bummer because I did not know 
anyone, and I would not talk to anyone. So when 
I came to TJC and heard about HSO I got really 
happy about it. I talked to Nidia and was the first 
member to pay her member fee in last fall 2018. 
When I started coming to the meetings, I was 
automatically welcomed by everyone. 

The officers worked hard in getting to know us. 
I made friends right away when I joined. I meet 
other people and make more connections with 
adults and they helped me do what I need to do. 
The fall of 20181 started Toy Drive, we collected 
toys for foster kids. The HSO saw how much 
effort I was putting in and how I was so involved 
in it. 

They wanted me to shadow the other officers 
so that I could become in the spring of 2019.1 
became the vice president that spring, so this fall 


I moved in the president position. I did not take 
it to have it on a resume, but because I care and 
believe in this organization.” 

Q: Who is HSO for? 

A: “It is for everyone and also for those who 
come from another country and need support. 
When you come to a new country you do not 
know anyone and your looking for comfort, or 
someone you can relate to. We offer that. If you 
feel like you need to get involved in something or 
need a community, I would recommend joining 
HSO.” 

Q: What are your upcoming events? 

A: “We have the up and coming Loteria night 
and that is sponsored with TJC. We have the Dia 
de Los Muertos, which is our biggest event. We 
will also be a part of the Christmas parade. We go 
out with all the Hispanics of the neighborhood. 
We also will be doing the toy drive again this year 
and possible car wash and we want to sell some 
agua fresca and pan dulce.” 


Q: When do you all meet? 

A: “We meet Wednesdays in the gold room in 
the Ornelas Hall at 5 p.m., and we welcome all to 
come out and check out HSO.” 


Photo by Cecilia Kohl 



35 YEARS OF FREE 
TUTORING ATTJC 


■J 


A raffle for a 1926 Ford Model T is underway to commemorate the retirement of 
Dr. Mike Metke, former TJC president. Proceeds will benefit the TJC Foundation 
and student scholarships. To purchase tickets, visit TJC.edu/ModelTRaffle or 
call (903) 510-3146. Tickets cost $20. The drawing will take place at 5:30 p.m. 
Nov. 15. 


The DrumBeat student media apologizes for a misquote in an article published 
on Aug. 26 titled “.Partnership with Tyler Transit System making bus passes 
available to TJC students. ” The article was about the bus passes available to 
enrolled students. 


Fee SilwmaSDfk cct'JLsct Darra 

ncxmmmmm III 


Wednesday. Sept 25,2019 

2:30-5:30 p.m. 

Apache Tillering Center, 2nd Fiber, Vaughn library 

Join us in celebrating another TJC milestone. 
Tutoring is turning 35 years ofd! 

Light refreshments will be served. Come-and-go style 


Tutoring: Students can apply to 
be a tutor for the center 


sessions cover writing 
topics, reading 
comprehension skills and 
study skills. 

The center is open from 
8 a.m.-7 p.m. Monday- 
Thursday; 8 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Friday; 10 a.m.-l p.m. 
Saturday; and 1-4 p.m. 
Sunday. All hours are 
subject to change. 

If interested in being a 
tutor, students must have 
made an A in the class 
that they are tutoring for, 
have a minimum GPA of 
a 3.0 and be enrolled in 
TJC with at least six credit | 
hours. 

To apply, visit tjc.edu/ 
info/20044/tutoring/ 94/ 
become_a_tutor, and then 
turn in the application 
at the Apache Tutoring 
Center. 

For more information, 
visit tjc.edu/info/20044/ 
tutoring. 
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Sports 


Patching up the Apaches 


Athletic trainers share role insights 



Mallory Scott 
Football traine 





Jordan Garcia 
Men’s soccer trainer 



Karina Hernandez 
Football trainer 


Joseph Hettich-Gafford 
Men’s soccer trainer 


Joseph Hettich-Gafford is a first-time athletic trainer 
this year. He attended Van High School where he was 
a manager for the football team and is now starting his 
freshman year at TJC. 

“In high school, I was a football manager. I sat around the 
athletic training room every day and got a feel for it. I just 
loved the environment,” Hettich-Gafford said. “I decided 
to come to TJC and get a better learning for it, and so far, I 
have enjoyed it. Working with the athletes has been a blast.” 

Hettich-Gafford has been a trainer for about a month 
and is still learning more every day. He talks about how his 
responsibilities as a student trainer for the mens soccer team 
is to make sure all of the players get their treatments, such as 
heat, ice, wraps and more. 

According to Hettich-Gafford, the Athletic Training 
Program can be a once-in-a-lifetime experience to not only 
learn more about his career path, but also to make some 
awesome friends while doing it. 

After graduating from TJC, he plans to pursue his masters 
degree and possibly a doctoral degree at The University of 
Texas at San Antonio. His ultimate goal is to become an 
athletic trainer for the NFL. 


Karina Hernandez began her path in 
athletic training during her junior year 
of high school in Diboll, Texas. Her 
motivation for being a student trainer is to 
accomplish being the first female trainer 
for a professional male sport, such as major 
league baseball. Her plans to get to that 
point in life are to graduate from TJC and 
move to Stephen F. Austin State University 
or possibly Sam Houston State University 
where she will pursue a master’s degree in 
athletic training. 

Hernandez talks about how she likes to 
continue learning about what she is doing 
and helping others. In fact, she says her 
favorite thing about the program is getting 
to help people even when she doesn’t have 
to do. 

“I love how the majority of us works 
together and helps each other out. If there 
are people in for treatments,but its not our 
sport, we will still help them,” Hernandez 
said. “There is no one we wont help.” 

Hernandez tells about some challenges 
she has had. One being how sometimes she 
would forget some things on the field or in 
the athletic training room. 

At first, she says she was a bit scared 
when starting in this role, but she has been 
a lot more confident in herself as she is still 
in the learning process. She recommends 
students who are interested in sports 
medicine to join TJC’s Athletic Training 
Program for a fun experience and a chance 
to learn much more. 


Jordan Garcia is an athletic trainer 
for the mens soccer team at TJC. 
During his freshman year, Garcia 
majored in kinesiology to continue 
down the path of athletic training. 

He is now in the start of his 
sophomore year and has changed his 
major to business in case he decides to 
choose a different pathway. He would 
like to become an agent for State 
Farm with his business degree, but he 
still loves to be a part of the Athletic 
Training Program. 

Garcia explained how being in the 
organization is pretty fun, but it can 
also be tough at times. 

“Doing basketball by myself for 
most of the year was very challenging. 
When they are all in here ready to 
get taped and now one else is here,” 
Garcia said. “Also coming home and 
studying at 3 a.m. and having to wake 
up at 8 a.m., but I get used to it.” 

According to Garcia, the trainers’ 
responsibilities consist of trying hard 
to prevent injuries, but when players 
are injured they do the type of therapy 
that player needs no matter if it’s ice, 
stem, heat and much more. 


Mallory Scott has been an athletic 
trainer for five years. She began in her 
sophomore year at Community High 
School in Nevada,Texas, and she is 
now moving into her sophomore year 
at TJC. 

During her senior year of high 
school, Scott began noticing how 
much she loves being a student 
trainer and decided to pursue 
a career in athletic training for 
professional athletes. 

After graduating from TJC, she 
plans to get a master’s degree at Texas * 
Tech University and start her career 
from that point. Scott talks about her 
favorite reason for being apart of this 1 
organization. 

“TJC has a lot of foreign students, 
so you meet a lot of people from out 
of the country and all of the different 
cultures. I have also made some of my 
best friends that I will have for life 
through this organization,” Scott said. 
“It’s like a family; I like it.” 

According to Scott, a big part of 
the athletic trainers responsibilities 
is to make sure the athletes are 
being provided with first aid and 
safety. She said she feels a sense of 
accomplishment when her team is 
healthy and winning on and off of 
the field. 


Apache Gold Rush 
planned for Sept. 21 


By Kathryn Bogle 
Staff Writer 


Stories and photos by 
Zhaekyra White 
Sports Editor 


TJC’s Apache Gold Rush Tailgate and football game is set to occur 
on Sept. 21 at the CHRISTUS Trinity Mother Frances Rose Stadium. 

The tailgate hang out will begin at 5 p.m. with food, drinks, music 
and activities. 

The Gold Rush, a tradition where the students lead the football 
team onto the field, will start at 6:30 p.m. The football game will 
kickoff at 7 p.m. This is the third consecutive year the Apache Gold 
Rush Tailgate will be hosted. Students who attend are encouraged to 
wear their TJC colors to support the team when they lead the athletes 
onto the field. 
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TJC Cares to 

By Kathryn Bogle 

Staff Writer 

Phi Theta Kappa, TJC’s honor society, 
has partnered with many of the citys safety 
and health services as well as most of 
TJCs student resources to bring students 
the TJC Cares-Academic, Emotional and 
Physical Wellness Forum. This fair is set to 
occur from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sept. 19 in the 
Rogers Student Centers Apache Rooms. 

The forum is held in the fourth week 
of classes because this week is known 
as “crisis week” for college students, 
according to Gigi Delk, Phi Theta Kappa 
adviser and event organizer. She says 
that this is the week that the overall 
responsibility of college kicks in for most 
students, and this fair intends to help 
students combat these issues. 

The event encompasses physical, 
emotional and academic health, offering 


offer aid to students during 


"Crisis Week’ 


resources for all three. From free tutoring 
centers, financial aid assistance and 
academic advising to the campus clinic, 
counseling and campus safety officers, there 
are numerous outlets for students to obtain 
assistance. 

Off-campus health services, such as 
the Andrews Center and East Texas 
Crisis Center, are also expected to attend. 
Information on all these aspects will be 
available for students at the convention in 
the form of information tables and booths 
set up by the participants. Food, drinks and 
activities will also be available. 

The name “TJC Cares” strings from 
TJCs original core values: excellence,unity, 
caring, empowerment and integrity. 

“Those [The core values] really 
encompass what this is all about,” Delk 
said. “The idea of caring, that we have all 
these resources, if not here at TJC, then 
in the town of Tyler — that’s what we’re 
trying to bring together for this event.” 


Another purpose of the event is to get 
students involved with student life on the 
campus and find something they could 
potentially enjoy. Study groups and clubs 
are also beneficial to improve the academic 
health of students, Delk said. 

“It’s all about finding your tribe,” said 
Kaitlyn Vest, a Phi Theta Kappa member. 
She mentioned that in her first semester, 
she almost gave up on school because she 
was unaware that help was available. But, 
after being convinced to return for a second 
semester, she found an interest group 
fitting her needs and joined, leading to her 
improvement in school and health. 

“We have a very large number of people 
that really like what we do, and-we care 
about the students,” Delk said. “Everybody 
on campus from financial aid down to - 
campus safety thinks about the idea that 
we care about the students.” 



TJC Cares strings from the college’s 
original core values, such as excellence, 
unity, caring, empowerment and integrity. 


Out of this 


New space-related exhibit opens at science center 



By Zac Brooks 

Staff Photographer 

The Center for Earth and Space 
Science Education Building 
recently opened a new exhibit 
centered around showcasing 
various things about space. 

Taylor Ryan, a worker at the 
exhibit, said this experience is 
“therapeutic.” 

One of the attractions 
showcases different colored gases 
demonstrating how the stars can 
be various colors because of the 
gases they are made of. 

Another attraction is kind of 
like a pinball machine. One would 
draw back the plunger and release 
at a certain point to simulate 
how much acceleration the “space 
shuttle” has. Too much or too 
little and the ball will “crash.” 


Hours of 
operation: 

9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Tuesday through Friday 

10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.Ul. 
Saturday 


With this display, visitors are able to see where stars that make up the Big Dipper actually exist in relation to each other. Above, onlookers 
can see the view from Earth. 



In the center of the display, there is a hole that visitors 
can drop marbles into. The objective is to try to line 
up the tube with “Mars,” which is a little indent on the 
outer circle. 


This pinball-like exhibit is an acceleration simulation. Visitors 
would pull back on the plunger to the desired acceleration, 
and then let go and see what trajectory the “rocket ship” has. 




This is the “Rocket Launch” station. Here, 
visitors can pump air until the gauge reads high 
enough. Afterward, press the button and launch. 


Photos by Zac Brooks, Staff Photographer 
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ILLUSTRATION BY CECILIA KOHL 


Review: TT Chapter 2 ’ falls short on scare factor 


By Michael Bald 

Entertainment Editor 

After the night of Sept. 5, which was the opening night 
for “IT Chapter 2,” I found myself leaving the theater 
not really shaken by what I just saw. Instead, I found 
myself racing through what I had just seen to try and find 
anything “that” scary. I can count the number of truly scary 
moments on my hand. Unfortunately, this movie felt a lot 
like the book where certain aspects and ideas really work 
and others really don’t. 

There were scenes that could have been more memorable 
if the director hadn’t been focused on adding so many 
jump scares. The loud noises meant to scare audiences 
really detracted from the moments. 

The moments that rely on creepy imagery to scare 
viewers were diminished with laughs as one of the 
characters would either make a zinger or react in a way 
to lessen the tension. The jokes and humor in this film 
mostly come from the adult Richie, who’s played by actor/ 
comedian Bill Harder. 

“IT Chapter Is”tone was a little disjointed at times, but 
overall it had one specific tone: spooky. Though it had a 


handful of funny moments and scenes, it never took away 
from the atmosphere the film created. I can’t really say the 
same for this film. 

That’s not to say this movie is a huge disappointment. 
The cast is excellent across the board, especially Bill 
Skarsgaurd, who was great as usual as the character 
Pennywise. 

There’s one scene in particular that I personally think 
was more intense than the Georgie scene in the first 
movie. It involved a little girl at a baseball game, and 
that scene stuck in my mind well after I left the theater. 
However, this scene can’t carry the amount of poorly 
executed scares and unfitting funny banter. A huge way 
that this could’ve been fixed is by cutting the running time 
by 35 minutes at least. There were lots of aspects that could 
have been removed or brushed over if they did this to the 
run time. 

There’s a running gag in the film that involves adult Bill 
and how he’s a writer. One of his books was apparently 
great until the end. If one looks at both “IT Chapter 1” 
and “IT Chapter 2,” the ending, like Bill’s book, was the 
worst part. 


Review: 


Tyler Escape Room ‘sketchy’, but entertaining 


By Michael Bald 

Entertainment Editor 



Looking for an intellectual 
challenge? Three escape rooms in 
Tyler offer visitors the chance to 
see if they can find clues, solve 
riddles and complete puzzles 
in order to exit a locked room. 
Escape rooms are timed, so they 
can be an adrenaline-fueled race 
to the finish. In particular, the 
Tyler Escape Room is a place for 
this... kind of. 

Upon entering the Tyler 
Escape Room, the building looks 
somewhat sketchy. Some of the 
walls are painted with a dated 
white, and other sections of the 
wall are an unappealing maroon. 
There are four rooms to choose 
from with each room being more 
difficult than the other. Naturally, 
my group chose the hardest room, 
which is the first room beside 
the prison waiting room. Once 
inside, we were given one hour to 
get out. The puzzles were either 
cleverly thought out, or left much 
to be desired. 

Without giving away too 
much about the room, there 
are some aspects where guests 
put certain objects inside other 
places, such as.tubes, keys, as 
well as maze puzzles around the 
room. Unfortunately, there was an 
exposed pipe that went into the 



COST! $24 PER 
PERSON 


COST TO 
RESERVE AN 
ENTIRE ROOM 

$150 


LOCATION: 2715 

UNIVERSITY 
BLVD. TYLER, 
TEXAS 




ceiling that had writing 
on it, saying “START.” 
We took one of the tools 
used to complete a puzzle 
and shoved it inside the 
tube. In doing so, it got 
the object stuck inside. 
Around 20 minutes after 
we did that, the group 
was confused about how 
to proceed. 

Before we got in the 
room, the man in charge 
gave us a walkie-talkie 
in case we had any 
problems. We told him 
about what we did, and 
apparently we were not 
even supposed to touch 
the pipe, as it was not 
part of the puzzle. The 
man in charge had to 
solve a puzzle for us 
since we lost one of the 
tools needed for the rest 
of the room. 

This was one of many 
issues our group had 
inside this place. We 
were able to solve the 
room with two seconds to 


PHOTO BY MICHAEL BALD 

At the Tyler Escape Room, visitors are locked in a room and must solve puzzles and 
uncover clues to escape. This attraction is located at 2715 University Blvd Tyler, Texas. 


spare, and when we were done, 
we realized how stuffy it gotten. 
Maybe this was because that is 
the type of environment they are 
trying to create, or maybe they 
are just cutting corners with air 
conditioning costs. 


“It was really fun, but it definitely had room for 
improvement,” said Kyleigh Moody, sophomore 
Apache Chief. 

Even though this review has been ripping on 
the Tyler Escape Room, it was one of the most 
entertaining experiences me and my group of friends 
have ever done. This place does not necessarily 


challenge on the mental level, but with the right 
group of people, the Tyler Escape Room is a night to 
remember. 

The Tyler Escape Room is located at 2715 University 
Blvd. Tyler, Texas. The cost is $24 a person. To reserve 
an entire room it is $150. For more information or to 
schedule an appointment, call (903) 630-5310. 






Are you interested in 
working in the field of 
communications? Through 
TJC’s DrumBeat Student 
Media, you can gain 
real-world experience in 
broadcast, digital and print 
journalism. By working 
with our award-winning 
programs, you can learn 
the ins-and-outs of this 
dynamic field. 


Openings: 

• TV reporters 

• Photographers 

• Writers 

* Designers 

* Illustrators 

* Editors 


Creative 

Motivated 


Weekly meetings at 2:30 p.m. 
on Tuesdays in Jenkins 1108 

To loin, visit Jenkins 1108 or 1114. learn 
more at the Involvement Fair on Aug. 28. 


We’ve moved! 


Come see our new DrumBeat office in Jenkins 1114 and our 
broadcast studio in Jenkins 1108. 
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Illustration by Zac Brooks 


Opinion: Video games are not the culprit behind 
recent violent behavior despite popular thinking 

internet was barely a thing in 1999. Poor parenting 
has been around forever. The games in 1999 had 
graphics that looked like cubes and different shapes 
together. There were 3-D games but they never 
looked good. 

Let’s talk about a more recent school shooting, 
Sandy Hook. People described the shooter as 
deeply troubled and fidgety while he went on about 
his days. Biography.com said, “Adam Lanza was 
described early on by classmates as ‘fidgety’ and 
‘deeply troubled.’ According to some of his friends 
and family members.” 

I personally don’t believe video games are directly 
related to the violent actions of people. I believe 
the real culprit is poor parenting and the lack of 
attention. That is something we should be focusing 
on: giving attention to those who need it, not 
making video games seem like they are evil. No 
one really says violent movies play a role in violent 
behavior. Even music can be violent. There are 
songs that talk about doing violent actions, but 
no one ever really talks about it. Video games will 
unfortunately always be the scapegoat to violence. 
It’s how it will be for the rest of eternity. 


By Zac Brooks 

Staff Photographer 

In recent events that have 
occurred in our country, 
many people believe video 
games are the cause of these 
aggressive actions. I’m talking 
about the recent mass shootings. For example, the 
El Paso shooting that took place in a Walmart on 
August 3rd. President Donald Trump, as well as 
most of the country, is blaming video games for 
these actions. My question I have for the people 
who believe this statement is, how can something 
that is fictional cause so much bloodshed in reality? 
How can a video game meant for enjoyment cause 
such disaster? Let’s put video games on the stand 
and see why people accuse them of such incidents. 

See, I believe video games aren’t the reason for 
violent actions. I believe they actually help people. 
As Peter Gray from Psychology Today stated in 
his research, “...young people who play video 
games extensively have, on average, higher IQs 
and perform better on a wide variety of cognitive 


tests.” Cognitive tests being memory tests, thinking 
tests, language tests, etc. Because of how certain 
games are so fast paced, it trains the brain to think 
and react quicker. It also helps teach the brain 
to adapt to new situations. Not only does it help 
with IQs and certain tests, video games also help 
with reflexes. As I stated previously, reflexes are 
important to playing video games. One needs to be 
able to react quickly if they wanted to survive and/ 
or solve something. 

Up until now, I’ve talked about the benefits of 
gaming. I’ve not talked about how they don’t lead 
to violence. This is what I think. The reason for 
many of the violent actions people are committing 
is because of the lack of attention. If you read on 
the Columbine High School massacre, you can 
see the two shooters were both raised poorly by 
their parents. One of the most brutal shootings to 
happen in America caused by two teens who didn’t 
have good role models. 

You’re probably asking, “What does this have 
to do with video games not causing violence?” 

The reason I bring this up is because there weren’t 
many violent video games then. I mean, the 



Column: Baptist Student Ministry 
a place for fellowship, faith 



By Tommy Crow 
Features Editor 

Students mingle around the 
pool table and scatter among 
the couches. Backpacks. Keys. 
Wallets. Bibles. Glasses. College 
kids — stress, anxiety, identity, fear, 
confusion, doubt and loneliness — 
gather together wanting answers. Some 
walk through the doors seeking fellowship, while others open 
the doors not knowing what to expect. 

Comfortable laughter Ungers, and broken spirits wander. 
The crowd tenderly begins taking seats. Lights dim as the 
music softly fills the space left in the room. Heads down in 
prayer, and hands raised to worship him. Sweet smeUs of 
pancakes and bacon drift through the air at the back of the 
room, and the sermon begins. Questions become reahzations. 
Bible pages crinkle, and silent tears turn to child-Uke sniffles. 
Jesus is the answer. The Baptist Student Ministry is more 
than a building, its a community Hving for Gods glory. 

Personally, the BSM was a graceful leap into my next 
chapter of becoming a woman of God. He cares, and I 
needed that. He placed a safe stepping stone down before 
me. He picked me up when my own strength failed. He 
surrounded me with others seeking.feflowship through him. 
He gave me Ufe through his atoning sacrifice on the cross, so 
why wouldn’t I want a relationship with him? 

Essentially, the BSM exists because they beUeve 
relationships matter in the sense that the first few days, 
weeks and months of college can have a major impact on not 
only your college experience, but the rest of your Ufe. They 
also beUeve that a coflege experience should be fifled with a 


purpose in joy, adventure and great friendships. Many of the 
people I’ve met have had similar welcoming experiences Uke I 
did when joining the BSM. 

“I love having the opportunity to help students by stepping 
into these chaflenging moments,” said Reagan Reid, BSM 
director. “Also the exciting moments, to Uve Ufe with them 
and help them develop into the world changers I know they 
can be.” 

The BSM is a group of coflege students gathering in 
pursuit of God, the campus and other nations. The BSM 
befleves the most important relationship a person can have is 
one with Jesus; their passion is to help others know Jesus and 
grow in their relationship with him. 

“Right off the bat, it was just a lot of love,” said Braedon 
Goldring, student. “I just really felt so accepted and it felt 
Uke home. You need family and support because you can’t do 
things on your own, and the BSM is a good way to connect.” 

The BSM gives students resources and opportunities 
to build with people in hopes to help them grow in their 
relationship with Jesus and Uve a Ufe for him. 

“I just wanted to have a group to worship with and learn 
about the bible more,” said OUvia Price, student. “I want to 
be held accountable to be a better Christian.” 

Students join the BSM to know Christ, grow spiritually, 
make friends, learn leadership skills, serve others and do 
missions. The BSM hosts Movement on Thursday nights, 
free lunch on Wednesdays, small groups and one-on-one 
mentoring. 

“The BSM broadened my faith and gave me boldness, and I 
truly knew what it meant to evangeUze,” said AmeUa Strout, 
student leader at the BSM. “The BSM equips you and gives 
you the materials to understand how to follow Christ.” 


>• 


Have an opinion? Share it 
with us by writing a guest 
column or a letter to the 
editor. 

If you are Interested in sharing, 
here’s what you need to know. 


• The Drumbeat invites its readers to 
share views by writing letters to the 
editor. 

• All contributions will be edited for 
grammar, spelling, length (300 words 
maximum), profanity and personal 
attacks. 

• All letters must include the author’s 
name, address, telephone number 
and academic classification. 

• Editors reserve the right to deny 
publication of any letter. 

Letters should be emailed to: 

news@thedrumbeat.com or brought to 

Jenkins 1114 B. 
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Local gathering every Thursday in downtown Tyler 
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ood trucks, local music and more are offered at Tunes 
at Noon, a Tyler event scheduled from 11:30 a.m. - 

1 1:30p.m. every Thursday at 100 North Broadway Ave. 

It is open to the public, and there are tables with chairs 
and umbrellas. 

This event started early this year in May and is scheduled 
to continue until the third week of November. 






Photo by Cecilia Kohl 

A growing public event, Tunes at Noon provides guests with 
music, art and food. 



Photo by Cecilia Kohl 





Food trucks line the streets on North Broadway Avenue during 
Tunes at Noon. Tables and umbrellas are set up for visitors. 



Local musicians perform at 
Tunes at Noon. 

Mejia: Strategic 
Planning 
Committee to 
help with new 
college vision 

From Page 1 

“Dr. Metke is an incredible human being, and I’m a 
fan. IVe known him for 30 years, so weVe been friends, 
and he’s been my boss, too,” Mejia said. “I’ll never be 
able to be a Dr. Metke, but I’m going to try my best 
to honor and respect the great work that he did while 
creating my own footprints and my own style. It’s 
something he embraced, he always told me, ‘the last 
thing you want to 

be is me, you be who you are, and that way you’re being 
true to your people and yourself.’” 

One of Mejia’s tools for garnishing positive academic 
results is the Strategic Planning Committee. Carol 
Hutson, executive director of business services, noted 
that the committee was established atTJC to ensure the 
college operates to perform 
its primary goal: graduating students. 

“I think that the overall vision, the purpose of what 
we do, the mission and why we’re here is not changing,” 
said Hutson. “You’re going to see a lot of similarities 
between Dr. Metke and Dr. Mejia. What we’re here 
for is to provide opportunities for students to obtain an 
education. What you’ll see that’s different is the other 
things that we do that surround that mission, and that 
vision going forward may be different in the way we do 
those things.” 

While TJC is not necessarily making massive changes 
to execute the vision of the school, if compared to a car, 
it is actively tinkering with the engine. Hutson explained 
small changes may be implemented to ensure positive 
outcomes for students, but nothing drastic as of yet. 


Bistro: Students 
to learn cooking, 
purchasing 
techniques 

From Page 1 

program, uniform and policies. This is pretty easy because 
anybody working in food-service has to have a permit.” 

There are roughly 35 people currently in the program. 

“I would be interested in taking culinary classes if there 
were extracurricular classes,” Magda Dominguez, TJC 
freshman, said. “I was in my high school’s culinary program, 
so I really miss that atmosphere, but I don’t want to pursue 
a career in food-service. Whenever it opens, I’m down with 
going to the cafe and supporting the culinary program.” 

Culinary students will be learning about various cooking 
techniques as well as inventory management and purchasing 
techniques. 







































Student Life 
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As a college student, it can be hard to keep up that perfect “Insta-feed.” 
Eventually, pictures of avocado toast and 8 a.m. lecture notes just don’t 
cut it anymore. Here are four interesting places to visit around Tyler 

that will definitely bring in the likes. 



Located behind the ETX Brewing Company, is a floral mural titled “Be Happy.” For fresh and cheerful pictures, this is the 
place to go, plus visitors can enjoy some tasty macaroni cheese fries. 


: By Celeste Gibson 

News Editor 

: Model: Miriam Almaguer 
: Photos by Celeste Gibson 




“Peace Through Discovery” is on the side of the Discovery Science Place, where there 
of opportunities for photos. From a mosaic sun and constellations to pterodactyls and 
Instagram followers will go wild over your crazy, gorgeous and educational posts. 



“The Eyes of Tyler” is a mural on South Broadway Avenue at 
Elm Street. The eyes are surrounded by blue flowers on the 
side and are the perfect photo op for something funny and 
quirky. Just watch out for construction around the area. 


The Foundry, located at 202 South Broadway Ave., is the 
perfect place to get some coffee, look at art and take the 
cutest photo. From the nice coffee shop aesthetic inside 
to the photogenic plant wall outside, the Foundry can be a 
great photoshoot opportunity. 
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